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October 23, 2006 
 
Noted Author on Islam and Sectarian Issues  
to Present Free Talk in Monterey 
 
Monday, Oct. 30 
7 p.m. 
Monterey Conference Center, Steinbeck Forum 
 
 
Internationally-renowned Middle East expert and Naval Postgraduate School professor Dr. Vali Nasr, author of 
the recent book The Shia Revival: How Conflicts within Islam will Shape the Future, will present a free public 
talk on Monday, Oct. 30 at the Monterey Conference Center. The evening program is co-sponsored by the City 
of Monterey and the Monterey Institute of International Studies (MIIS). 
 
In The Shia Revival, Nasr examines the impact of Operation Iraqi Freedom and concludes that the future of the 
Middle East will be defined by the re-emergence of an age-old animosity between Islam’s two major sects, the 
majority Sunnis and minority Shiites. The book offers a historical account of this sectarian conflict and 
perspective on finding a peaceful solution to the ancient Shia-Sunni rivalry. 
 
Nasr has written several notable books in addition to The Shia Revival which have been translated into Arabic, 
Indonesian, Turkish, Persian, Chinese and Urdu. These include Democracy in Iran (Oxford University Press, 
2006); Islamic Leviathan: Islam and the Making of State Power (Oxford University Press, 2001); Mawdudi and 
the Making of Islamic Revivalism (Oxford University Press, 1996); and The Vanguard of the Islamic Revolution: 
The Jama`at-i Islami of Pakistan (University of California Press, 1994).  
 
He has served as an occasional adviser to senior leaders in government and provided expert commentary to 
national and international media, notably CNN, BBC, National Public Radio, Public Radio International, News 
Hour with Jim Lehrer, CBS News, CBS 60 Minutes, NBC Nightly News, NBC Meet the Press and C-SPAN.  
 
Nasr’s talk will be his first public presentation for area residents. Dr. Clara Yu, MIIS president, noted, "The 
opportunity to collaborate with our colleagues from the City of Monterey and the Naval Postgraduate School is 
rewarding and an innovative opportunity for us to expand our outreach. Having Dr. Nasr speak is a fine example 
of how our combined efforts can benefit our community." 
 
- more - 
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Monterey Mayor Dan Albert said, "This event highlights the relationship between the City of Monterey and its 
world-renowned academic institutions whose influence touches the highest levels of the U.S. government and 
countries around the globe." 
 
Nasr earned his Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a master’s degree of law and diplomacy 
from the Fletcher School at Tufts University as well as a bachelor’s degree from Tufts. In addition to his faculty 
position at NPS, he is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). [Media can download a recent 
podcast from CFR at http://www.cfr.org/publication/11266/nasr.html.] 
 
The program will include a reception and book signing after the talk.  
 




About the Naval Postgraduate School and Monterey Institute of International Studies 
 
The Naval Postgraduate School is the nation’s premier security research university, offering graduate, executive 
and professional education programs that meet the unique needs of the Navy and Department of Defense. NPS 
students come from all United States services and the services of more than 60 countries. For additional 
information, see http://www.nps.edu. 
 
The Monterey Institute of International Studies, an affiliate of Middlebury College, is a private graduate 
institution located in Monterey, CA. It is at the forefront of international professional education, preparing 
students for global careers in the private, public, nonprofit and educational sectors. The Institute also offers 
graduate degrees in translation and interpretation, international policy studies and language teaching.  The 
Institute’s approximately 780 students come from nearly 60 countries.  Further information about the Monterey 
Institute may be found at www.miis.edu.  
 
Note: The opinions of Dr. Nasr do not necessarily reflect those of the City of Monterey, Monterey Institute of International 
Studies, Naval Postgraduate School or Department of the Navy. 
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